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STRUCTURE OF PLASMA MEMBRANE

® Most of the molecules in the membrane are
LIPIDS
Phospholipid bilayer
Glycerol, fatty acid and phosphate group
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THE PHOSPHOLIPID BILAYER

® Hydrophobic Ercnur
Nonpolar |
Dislikes water

® Hydrophilic ) Eirll;yseﬁhonpid
Polar DAL

Attracted to water
“like attracts like”
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THE PHOSPHOLIPID BILAYER

@ The bilayer lets non-water soluble things
through easily because of the structure

® Contains cholesterol, proteins and
carbohydrates

Proteins - transmit signals into the cell, anchor
the shape

Create channels for particles to enter and exit

® Fluid mosaic model
The bilayer is a “sea” for other molecules




